But there are two distinct conditions produced by severe irritation of sensory nerves and termed shock. These may be termed respectively primary shock and secondary shock. To appreciate these two conditions it is necessary to turn aside for a short while into the field of physiology. As every nurse is aware, the beating of the heart, the tension of the blood-vessels, and the movements of respiration are controlled by the vital nerve centres in the brain. Now nervous stimuli may pass from various parts of the body to these centres and so act upon them that they do not send the same impulses as usual to the respiratory and circulatory systems; with the consequence that the tension in the blood- "Why, nurse?" she said. "Well," I replied, "I tried to take your teeth out when you were so ill, and found they were your own, and you know how surprised the doctor was at your not needing glasses, it is indeed wonderful at your age! " Noting that she did not reply, and fancying perhaps that she was tired, I left her to rest a bit, and gave myself up to dreaming by the fire as to who she could be. Unmistakably a lady; but so terribly poor. The post brought an answer at last, or helped me to arrive at one, for a letter came requesting the nurse to send the Christian name of the patient she had written about to the same address as was on the scrap of paper, stating the age and any other particulars which could be gleaned. I lost no time in doing so, though I learnt afterwards how easy it is to be deceived in guessing a sick woman's age.
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